Reusable Desktop Configuration

Would you like to know how to create a custom TurboCAD desktop and save the
configuration for easy access?

A desktop configuration is an arrangement
of tools, palettes, menus and keyboard as-
signments tailored specifically to suit one
or more users. The desktop configuration
(Workspace, User Interface) can be quite dif-
ferent from one of the default configurations
that come with the program or it can be
based, for the most part, on a default config-
uration with very few changes being made.

Creating a reusable personal desktop con-
figuration with TurboCAD is actually quite
easy but can be initially time consuming, if
one has many changes in mind.

However, it is very convenient to have a
saved configuration readily available when
one needs to change to other configurations
and then revert back, or when the program
crashes and loses its settings which, sad to
say, can happen occasionally.

This Tip is illustrated using a User Interface Theme (part of a default installation).
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The ability to use dual monitors has been one of those marvelous advances in
technology. Those that take advantage of dual monitors would have a difficult time
reverting back to a single monitor as it would feel extremely confining.
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Don Cheke uses a couple different configurations and both utilize dual

monitors (both 24").

The first configuration, illustrated on this page, has TurboCAD on one
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monitor and documents or other applications opened on the other.

This configuration is ideal when a user needs documentation opened

while drawing.
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Mostly a default desktop, but with additional high
usage tools on the left side of the right monitor and
nested/stacked palettes on the right of the same
monitor.
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Reusable Desktop Configuration
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The second configuration, illustrated on this page, has TurboCAD on
both monitors - the drawing area and tools on one monitor and a
selection of palettes on the other.
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Mostly a default desktop, but with additional high
This configuration is ideal when a user desires a large drawing area and usage tools on the left side of the drawing area of the
wishes to keep an eye on the various palettes for information (or for right monitor and nested/stacked palettes on the left
quick selection of palette functions). monitor.
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Reusable Desktop Configuration

To create a custom desktop a user must take time to arrange tools and palettes
as desired. Toolbars can be turned on (or new ones created) and dragged to the desired location.

Customize x||] Toolbars can be turned on by [k oraw pmenson constiaints architecture v
i Tocﬁars | Pop-UpToolbars | Palettes | Taol Groups | Commands | Keyboard | selecting them in the customize :’"::Tﬁm ’
. . '
Toolbars: dialogue which can be accessed o
[ 30 Modify [+ Don 2 [T H e Speling
— 3D Ot ] Don 3 o __tee I from the desktop menu(1), the Sgell Optors..
[~ Advanced Rendering Styles [+ Don 4 [~ Inse Rename... i i Quick Select... Ctrl+
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I A ¥ Don Copy In Place g Do | toolbar(2) or by right mouse _
[ Architecture [¥ Don Dimetric Views [~ Line . . . Inquiry '
[ Assemble ¥ Don Image [ Mez clicking in a gray area between Bl o Colsshiie
[~ Boolean & Facet [+ Don Mechanical [+ Mer t Ib (3) - ) .
[~ Camera [+ Dion Flace on Workplane [~ Moc Tabbed Toolbar: Oolbars : @ EIEEE ST R s B AT T
[~ Camera Toals [+ Don Render [~ Mut Exfract Atinibutes. ..
[~ Chamfer ¥ Den RenlLumLight [ Nan _ Manege Tabs.._ | . &) Finish to Edit Block
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[~ Constraints ¥ Don Workplane [~ Pale ¥ Foced width . . Edit Group Content Cirl+G
[~ Construction [ Double Line [T Par Changed too, if desired. =i, Finish to Edit Group Cirl4Shift+G
[ Coord System [~ Double Line Modify [~ Pair Database 5
™ Copy [~ Drawing markers [~ Pop EEE—— (_I ) =
 Curve I Drawing Setup I Pop [ ]
[ Database Connect Palette [# Crawing Tools [~ Pop m.psl Commands Keyboard | Options... Ctrl+5hift+0
[~ Desktop [~ Grid [~ Prog
[ Cimension [~ Groups and Blocks ¥ Prog g Eile Converter
[ Distribute [ Hatch I Rail New UCS v
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Customize controls
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New toolbars can be
created.

Additional tools can
be dragged from the
Commands menu of
the Customize dia-
logue to any existing
toolbars or to any new
toolbars the user has
created.

Don't forget - a user
can customize or cre-
ate new tool icons
when the Customize
dialogue is open. Sim-
ply right mouse click
on the tool icon for
the various options.

Cateqgories:

Drawing Ltilities
Ed

it
Standard
Clear

Select Entity
Edit Ertibe

Customize

Options  Toolbars | Pop-UpToolbars | Palettes | Tool Groups | Commands | Keyboard |

[ 3D Modify
[ 3D Object

[~ Boolean & Facet
[~ Camera
[~ Camera Tools

Drag icons or tool text to toolbars or menus.

Customize

Cateqgories:

Options | Toolbars | Pop-UpToolbars | PiRe
To add a command to a toolbar: select a c2

Mame: Flace on &WorkPlar

Copy Button Image
Pasie Button Imzge

Roof
COpening
Stair
Schedule
Slab
Profile
Section/Hevation
Temain
HouseWizard
Markers
Trace
Raster Image
WoodWorking
Modify
Chamfer
Assemble
20Boolean Operations
30 BooleanOperations
MultiLeaderOperations
Fill st

|I'U'Iodes

Reset Button Image
Edit Button Image...
Change Button Image  »

| Defaultstyle
Text Only
Image and Text

Begin a Group

www.textualcreations.ca

< W ) Pages

[+ Don 2
[+ Don 3

[~ Advanced Renderng Styles ¥ Don 4

[ Don Copy

¥ Insp
¥ Don Copy In Place [ Ligh —El

[ Don Dimetric Views [ Line
[+ Don Image ™ Me:z
[+ Don Mechanical ¥ Mer
2k Don Place on Workplane [~ Mot Tabbed Toelbar:
[+ Don Render [~ Muk

Don RenlLumLight

x|
e s =
Rsom |
L I T o |
oo &%
Maove
QOO
Preview rColors
(0 O I
OOmCO0OC e
+
ﬁ Transparent

REATIONS

WORDS ON PAPER

Textu

MORE THAI:I/ J



9,

Palettes can be stacked, joined, tabbed or attached to a different location on the
desktop. Just drag the palette by the upper double bar to the desired landing device.

E
While in the drawing

area, docking to left
side of the desktop .
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Reusable Desktop Configuration

Once a user has established their desktop as desired the configuration can be saved.

This is done via the customize dialogue. Type the desired name in the Save In: field
and then select the Save In button. The Customize dialogue can then be closed.

Many different configurations can be saved.

Customize

Optionss | Toolbars | Pop-UpToolbars | Palettes | Tool Groups | Commands | Keyboard |

X

Select after entering name

Documents library

Config

#-20.bmp | 1280 1024Pro_v18.xml
|_|2D.cfg __|All Tools. xcfg
*ED.bmp I'Ep!'dl Tools, xml

|_|3D.cfg |_|cadcoursev16.xcfg

| |800x600Pro.cfg

| |800x500pro.xcfg
7|800x500pra.xml

| |800x500Pro_Pre18.cfg
|_|800x500pro_pre18.xcfg
/800x600pra_pre 18.m
|_|1024x768Pro.cfg

| |1024x768pro.xcfg

I'Epﬁdct::uurseulﬁ.)1'n'||
| |cadcoursev18.xcfg
I'Epﬁl::lc:t::ursevu18.:t'n'll
| |Don New_v18.xcfg
I'Ep:!:m Mew_v18.xml
. don v18 dual.xcfg

@i don w18 dual.xml
| |Don's V18 Pro.xcfg

Theme
- -
0| 1024x758pro. xml 705|Don's V18 Pro.xml
Menus and Toolb -
= IOﬁice 2000 theme J Type NAME here | |1024x758Pro_Pre18.cfg *FullScreen.bmp
= IOﬁice 2000 theme j |_|1024x758Pro_Prel8.xcfg | |FullScreen.cfg
Workspace I‘ﬁj1lZJIilff’f)(T-"68Pr::_Pre18.)1'rn|
| |1024x758Pro_v18.xcfg
Defautt | Load From: | Save In: 5 1024x765Fr0_y 18,5
Browse | Idon new_v18 j Idon v18 dual | |1280x1024Pro_v18.xcfg
Cther
B Each configuration is saved with two files, by default in a user's
6.1 f————
W Show ScreenTips on toobars (Ol et Documents. Since they are not original program files they are not
™ Show shortcut keys in SereenTips 1260010205 18 deleted even if the program is removed. This is great when reinstalls
e animations: [(System defaut) ] % are required, since they will still be available - no recreation required.
Devi 800c600pro
4| 800x600pro_pre 18 .
Il tool :
pddtiona Devces Seup... | foltods C:\Users\USER NAME\Documents\TurboCAD Professional 18\Config
cadcoursev18
don new v18
v18 dual
don's \r18ro k
(fullscreen

www.textualcreations.ca

< B> Page 7

REATIONS

WORDS ON PAPER

Textual
MORE THA'.“}fJ N\



Resetting one's configuration is as easy as using a
remote. Select the desired configuration name from
the Load From drop down menu and then selecting

the Load From button.

Customize

Options | Toolbars | Pop-UpToolbars | Palettes | Tool Groups | Commands | Keyboard |
Thems

Menus and Toolbars [Office 2000 theme =l

Palettes [Office 2000 theme |

Button size {16, 16) f——
¥ Show ScreenTips on toolbars
[~ Show shortcut keys in ScreenTips

Menu animations: |(System default) hd

Addiional Devices Setup... |

X

Select after choosing name

Select NAME from here

Cose | Hep

If you found this TurboCAD tip helpful, please consider purchasing a full Textual Creations TurboCAD project tutorial that will
lead you through an entire project, keystroke by keystroke. You won't be disappointed! Visit the Textual Creations Shopping Page
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